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Mister Chairman and Members of the Council, I am Dr. Scott Wooley, President  
 
of the Illinois Optometric Association which represents the over 2100 Doctors of  
 
Optometry in Illinois. 
 
 
While eye care currently accounts for less than 2% of the Medicaid budget, 
 
Optometry provides over 90% of the non-surgical eye care provided to Medicaid  
 
recipients.  As with all of our patients this includes a unique blend of both vision  
 
care and medical eye care. We diagnose and treat numerous diseases of the eye  
 
including glaucoma, conjunctivitis and retinal disease, in addition to foreign body 
 
removal and co-management of surgical patients. Additionally, we provide routine  
 
vision care services including the correction of vision thru glasses and contacts. 
 
 
Proper eye care plays a role in many aspects of a person’s life, and offers a unique  
 
opportunity for cost savings in the Medicaid system.  Without proper vision, a persons  
 
chances of becoming gainfully employed is decreased many fold.  With proper eye and  
 
vision care a person may be able to become employed and become a part of the private  
 
insurance system, which in turn will represent a cost savings to the Medicaid system.   
 
Other more minor aspects of savings are that without proper vision, a person’s chances of  
 
falling and/or injuring themselves is increased, thus costing the system dollars that could  
 
have easily been avoided.  There are also many other quality of life issues associated with  
 



proper eye and vision care, especially in the elderly population.  Not the least of which is  
 
depression.  There are indications that without good vision, that rates of  
 
depression are higher.  This causes increased visits within the medical system, further  
 
increasing costs. 
  
 
When in the early days of the Kid Care Program it became apparent that there were not  
 
enough eye care providers to take care of the children of our state, HFS called upon us to  
 
help increase the number of eye care providers in our state.  Through the joint cooperation  
 
between the Illinois Optometric Association and the department, we were able to increase  
 
the number of providers to more than adequately care for the children of our state.  
 
 
We have always worked diligently with HFS and other state and federal agencies, as well as  
 
with insurance, to ensure that our patients have direct access to both services from one 
 
provider under the current system and we ask that as you proceed with the  
 
development of a model under the Affordable Care Act,  that you continue to recognize  
 
that the provision of eye care services is different from that of routine medical care, and  
 
that it is imperative that patients have direct access to proper eye vision  
 
care. 
 
 
We have the resources to provide care to the new population that will swell the  
 
Medicaid ranks under this act and stand ready to assist in both the development  
 
and implementation of any programs which you develop, including the insurance  
 
exchanges. 
 
I would be happy to answer any questions that you may have. 
 
 
Thank you, 
 
R. Scott Wooley, OD 
President 
  
 


